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Abstract

The purpose of this research study was to investigate the functions of Tai Lue
Sipsongpanna Folk Tales and their impacts on Tai Lue Sipsongpanna people. The study
involved assembling a collection of ninety-one Tai Lue folk tales, analyzing, synthesizing,
and applying theoretical framework of functions in folklore as well as presenting the
findings of research descriptively.

The research findings reveal that among the ninety-one Tai Lue folk tales

examined, they encompass a variety of genres. These include twenty-seven humorous
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tales, seventeen local legends, eleven legendary myths, eight explanatory tales, seven
fairy tales, seven animal tales, six Jataka Tales, five moral tales, two ghost stories, and a
life story. The folk tales of Tai Lue Sipsongpanna have four functions: the functions in
entertainment, offering engaging and captivating narratives. Beyond mere amusement,
these tales also convey subtle yet profound forms of education and values to the
community. Serving as guardians of societal norms, they act as moral guides, leading the
community towards harmony and mutual understanding. Furthermore, these tales serve
as expressions of the Tai Lue cultural identity, fostering community cohesion, preserving
cultures and traditions, and commemorating significant rituals rooted in the beliefs of the
Sipsongpanna people.

Keywords: Functions, Folk Tales, Tai Lue, Sipsongpanna, Tai Lue Sipsongpanna
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